Please copy and paste the document below either onto your own stationary, or send it from your own email address to Senator Cantwell’s legislative director: mac_campbell@cantwell.senate.gov
The Honorable Maria Cantwell

United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510

Dear Senator Cantwell: 

As a practicing physician, I am watching the health care reform effort with decidedly mixed feelings. My colleagues and I are on the front lines, delivering care. We are asking you to respond to specific requests for help made to your staff and you that will allow Ambulatory Surgery Centers to provide quality, affordable care to your Medicare constituents. 

On average, Medicare program pays ASCs 41% less than it pays hospitals to provide the same service. If these cuts continue, then more patients will go to the highest cost providers – hospitals. Is that the plan that is going to save money?

The communications with the Washington Ambulatory Surgery Center Association and your office show that there is agreement in the importance of maintaining access to cost-effective health care, while maintaining the highest standards of clinical excellence and patient safety.

We are joining with many others who have asked you to sign onto the Senate letter being circulated by the office of Senator Crapo. 

This letter calls for CMS to adopt two key policies in the final 2010 Payment Rule for ASCs that would maintain the alignment between payments to ASCs and Hospital Outpatient Departments (HOPDs). 

1. Apply the hospital market basket inflation-unit factor to ASC payments in 2010 instead of the consumer price index for urban consumers (CPI-U) factor used in the past.

2. Utilize the same relative weights across settings.

The frustrations being seen at hearings across the country is real! We see fear, anger and concern in our waiting rooms every day. 

Please help us continue to play a role in providing quality, affordable care to Medicare recipients – your constituents – our patients! 

Sincerely,

