Please copy and paste the document below either onto your own stationary, or send it from your own email address to Senator Cantwell’s legislative director: mac_campbell@cantwell.senate.gov
The Honorable Maria Cantwell
United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510

Dear Senator Cantwell: 

We are writing on behalf of Washingtonians and those who receive Medicare coverage. As a member of the Washington Ambulatory Surgery Center Association and a health care provider at an ASC, I am urging you to support your ASCs who provide affordable and quality care for your constituents. 
Several meetings and communications have been held with you and your staff. While we recognize how busy you are, this issue will help your constituents and we are asking you to sign onto the Senate letter being circulated by Senator Crapo’s office. 

This letter calls for CMS to adopt two key policies in the final 2010 payment rule for ASCs that would maintain the alignment between payments to ASCs and Hospital Outpatient Departments (HOPDs). 

1. Apply the hospital market basket inflation-unit factor to ASC payments in 2010 instead of the consumer price index for urban consumers (CPI-U) factor used in the past.
2. Utilize the same relative weights across settings.

We are concerned that if the ASC-HOPD payment gap continues to grow in the near future, certain procedures or classes of surgical services will no longer be viable in the ASC setting.

Our WASCA President, Terri Hawes, mailed WASCA’s Quality Research Initiative to your staff. This first-of-a-kind statewide research of the ASC industry in Washington State affirmed that ASCs provide patients with high-quality, convenient and less-expensive care for their outpatient surgery. The key point is when Medicare beneficiaries choose ASCs for their outpatient surgery, both the beneficiary and the Medicare program save money.

This is one way you can support real health care reform with an impact that is tangible and real.

Sincerely,

